TOWN
TOPICS
Mayor and Council Appoint new
City Administrator Cyndy Powell
Please join me in welcoming our new City Administrator,
Cyndy Powell, to Ovilla. She moved here from the City of
Rosenberg, southwest of Houston, where she served as the
Assistant to the City Manager. She is originally from Lake
Highlands and is very familiar with the DFW area. Cyndy
has a BS in Public Administration and a Masters in Public
Affairs from the University of Texas – Dallas. The City
Council believes Ms. Powell has the education and skills to
be an effective City Administrator to accomplish the short
and long term goals and objectives established by the City
Council. I want to thank our excellent staff for their help and
support of two interim city administrators while we completed our search of over six months.
Since the first of the year, the City Council has been focused on several issues including preparation of a strategic
plan for the City, preparation of a master parks and trails
plan, and renewed efforts in code enforcement related to
the appearance of property around our City. In June,
TxDOT presented a proposal to relocate the route of the
Loop 9 project through our city limits. The City Council
voted unanimously not to support the proposed relocation
that would split our City with a major thoroughfare. We
believe each of these issues is important to maintaining our
quality of life and continued high property valuations.
The City Council has made a renewed effort towards maintenance and repaving of our streets evaluating new methods that stretch the use of our limited funds. Each year our
Capital Improvements Program (CIP) planning committee
evaluates the condition of our streets and makes recom-

City of Ovilla
August 2013
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Cyndy Powell
Heritage Day
Mayor & Council
West Nile Worries
Ovilla Police News

mendations to the City Council on which streets are in the Fire Dept News
most need of repaving. This committee is made up of our Water Conservation
Public Works Director, Brad Piland, and several citizens
appointed by the City Council.
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As you can imagine, this is a difficult task and we appreci- Pet Care
ate their input. This year, the Ovilla Oaks area is being Code Enforcement
repaved. These streets, like many in our City, have not
been resurfaced since they were originally constructed.
Ovilla City Council
The Georgetown and Buckboard areas and East Main
Street were also completed in this year’s paving program.
The CIP committee is one of the areas where we have
opportunities for citizens to serve and participate in the
future of our City. We currently have openings on several
of our volunteer boards so if you have an interest in service to our community, please consider applying to fill a
position.
As Mayor, and speaking for the City Council, we are honored to serve as your elected officials. You can contact
any of us by email through our city website or by leaving a
message at city hall. We definitely seek your input and
guidance when making decisions that concern the future
of our City.
As you will see listed below in the newsletter, we are looking forward to another successful Heritage Day celebration
this year and we hope to see you there.
Richard Dormier
Mayor

Mayor Richard Dormier
Mayor Pro-Tem/Place 1,
Ralph Hall
Place 2, Larry Stevenson
Place 3, David Griffin
Place 4, Doug Hunt
Place 5, Dean Oberg

CALENDAR / MEETINGS:
City offices closed Sept. 2
P&Z, Sept. 3, Canceled
Council, Sept. 9, 7pm

EDC, Sept. 16, 6pm
Heritage Day is Saturday, September 28, 2013
Ovilla Heritage Day is a family oriented annual event commencing with the parade at BOA, Sept. 16, 7pm
9:00 a.m., starting at the Ovilla Rd Baptist Church on FM 664 and ending behind the Council, Sept. 23, 7pm
Ovilla City Hall. The remaining day’s activities continue until 2:30 p.m. with family attractions.
SPECIAL EVENTS:
Heritage Day
 Live music & entertainment including Red Oak & Midlothian High School Bands
 Bounce house, petting zoo, pony rides & clown
September 28
 Food & snacks
9:00 am—2:30 pm
 Information and marketing booths
Behind City Hall
 Crafts
Contact Kim Gutierrez 972-617-7262 or
Carter Blood Care
kgutierrez@cityofovilla.org for information or participation in the parade or booth
will be at Heritage Day!
rental.
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Do you know your Mayor and Council?

COPSHOP TALK
CHIEF MIKE MOON
Greetings citizens:

Mayor of Ovilla
Richard Dormier

Councilman PL3
David Griffin

Mayor Pro Tem
PL1 Ralph Hall

Councilman PL4
Doug Hunt

Councilman PL2
Larry Stevenson

Councilman PL5
Dean Oberg

Help Stop West Nile Virus
Mosquito Control –Take responsibility
for your own health by following these
suggestions from The Texas Department
of State Health Services to protect your‐
self and your family from mosquitoes:
 DRAIN any standing water in your yard – Mosquitoes love to
breed in stagnant water. This includes pools, broken flower pots
or other open containers, clogged rain gutters, and bird baths.
Empty buckets, bowls, tires, unused bird baths and noncirculating water fountains where water may become stagnant.
 DRESS in long sleeves and pants if you are outside and mosquitoes are active. For extra protection, spray clothing and exposed body areas with repellent.
 DUSK/DAWN is when mosquitoes are most active. Try your
best to stay indoors! If going out, use repellent.
 DEET is an ingredient to look for in your insect repellent.
Other acceptable repellents contain Oil of Lemon, Eucalyptus or
Picaridin. Also consider using appropriate sprays for your yard.
Always wear repellent when you are outside and follow label
instructions.
Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website
http://www.cdc.gov/ or the Texas Department of State Health
Services http://www.dshs.state.tx.us for additional information
on the prevention of the West Nile Virus.

—Road Projects Completed This Fiscal Year—
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

E. Main Street
Georgetown
Buckboard
Silver Spur
Winding Way
Ovilla Oaks

There are a few reminders to share. First, it will be a
short time before school starts again. Please pay attention to your speed through school zones. We don’t
want any of our little people hurt in our school zone or
any one else. Secondly, I would like to remind you
about Ovilla’s National Night Out. It will be on October
1, 2013 at the baseball field behind City Hall. Come
out and meet your public safety departments and your
neighbors. There is no cost to the public.
I have been asked about this from more than one citizen so I wanted to share the mission and values statement of the Ovilla Police Department.
We will continually strive for professionalism, performing our duties with dedication and service and taking
pride in ourselves and the community we serve.
Our Mission
To assure both the real and perceived security of persons and property within the community through a
professional police organization, dedicated to serve in
a manner that benefits all our citizens.
Our Values
We are Community Centered. Community and social
awareness are the cornerstones of our service. We
realize that to be most effective, we must nurture partnerships between the community and the department.
We are Professional. We maintain a high level of integrity and competence in our work.
We emphasize education, training, and awareness of
our changing work environment. We set high standards for ourselves and hold ourselves accountable.
We are progressive. We encourage innovation and
creativity. We develop ideas and people and strive to
shape the future of our organization and our community. We are Committed. We respect the role we play
in the community. We are proud of our department
and one another. We encourage an environment of
open communication and participation along with fiscal responsibility and the efficient use of our resources.
We are humane. We care about people, both in the
community and in our organization.
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Please use caution when
outdoors. Texas heat makes
it very easy to become dehydrated. Remember, if you
are thirsty, you may already
be dehydrated.

Miscellaneous Fire News:
The Ovilla Fire Department
has been working towards
improving emergency preparedness. The Ovilla Fire and
Police departments are working to implement an Emergency Operations Plan and an
Emergency Operations Center. The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) will operate from the Ovilla Fire
House.
The Ovilla Fire Department
would like to welcome two
new additions to our staff.
Austin Ullrich is employed as
firefighter/paramedic under
the part-time paid staff division. Austin works full time
with the City of Midlothian
Fire Department. Aaron
Zalowsky is serving as a volunteer firefighter under the
volunteer division. Aaron is
employed with the City of Desoto Public Works Department.
The Ovilla Fire Department is
currently staffed with 32 parttime paid firefighters and 9
volunteer firefighters. The
Ovilla Fire Department has
firefighter/paramedics on
duty at the fire house 24hours a day, 7- days a week.
Ovilla Fire Department summer safety tips:

When enjoying summer cookouts, always be careful when
disposing of coals from your
fire in a safety container.

Phillip Brancato

Assistant Fire Chief
Ellis County is currently under
a burn ban. Outdoor burning
is not permitted.

Sign up for
CONNECT-CTY and receive
the latest emergency and
priority information. Visit the
City website:
www.cityofovilla.org and look
to the left side of the homepage. Click on
CONNECT-CTY and sign up!
If you wish to be removed,
please send an email to
Chief Mike Moon
mmoon@cityofovilla.org or
contact Ovilla City Hall
972.617.7262.
It is dangerous to Text and
Drive! Use of cell phones
are illegal in
posted
school
zones.

Water Conservation
Watering Restrictions
The summer TX heat is upon us. Due to the
shortage of rain this year and the past few years,
our area lakes are very low. From the kids being
out of school and more laundry, to keeping the
grass green we double our water usage during the
summer months. The City has a water conservation plan in effect to help reduce the impact on
our area lakes. We are currently under a voluntary
water restriction so when setting your water
sprinkler system make sure it is set to water no
more than two days a week. There is no outside watering allowed between the hours of
10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Watering at night reduces
the amount of evaporation and helps keep the water on the lawn. Check your system for leaks and
damaged sprinkler heads when it is running. Sometimes these are overlooked and causes excessive
use in the system. There is a link on the City website to the conservation plan if you would like to
visit. Remember water is our future so let’s all do
our part to conserve for generations to come.

Brad Piland
Public Works Director
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

The City of Ovilla is currently accepting applications for membership to serve on various volunteer boards. (Capital Improvement Projects
Committee, Municipal Development District,
Board of Adjustment, Planning & Zoning Commission) If you are interested, please visit City
Hall or log on to the City’s website,
www.cityofovilla.org for an application.
Help serve your community! It is rewarding.

City of Ovilla
www.cityofovilla.org
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DEPARTMENT CONTACTS :

Neighborhood Services

Administration:
Cyndy Powell, City Administrator
Pam Woodall, City Secretary

Animal Control
Pet Registration – Please remember to register your pet with the City of
Ovilla and attach the identification tag to your pet. Many pets are found but are
not returned to owners as no identification is found on the animal. Electronic
chipping is also available and can be done by your veterinarian.
Pet Watch – Please keep a watch on all pets, including your own and your
neighbors. Please contact Animal Control if you notice pets without water. All
pets need plenty of water and shade this time of year. Extra care is required during this hot humid weather. For more information on caring for your pets in the
heat of the summer you may visit the Humane Society:

Glennell Miller, Asst. to City Secretary
Finance Department:
Sharon Jungman, City Accountant
Community Services Dept:
Mike Dooly, ACO & Code Enforcement
Fire Department:
Phillip Brancato, Asst. Chief
Municipal Court:

http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/pets_safe_heat_wave.html

Jessica Foresman, Court Clerk

Wildlife- During a drought, wildlife may come onto your property in search of
water. Please avoid any contact as they may carry disease. Please contact Animal
Control to report these animals. You may request a trap to have the animal
safely removed by Animal Control.

Police Department::
Mike Moon, Chief
Mollie Dox, Lieutenant
Red Fullerton, Sergeant
Kim Gutierrez, Police Secretary

New GRASS/WEEDS Ordinance
Excerpt from new city Ordinance 2013-019: It shall be specifically unlawful to
allow grass or weeds to exceed nine inches (9”) in height, including grass or
weeds located in city right-of-ways and alleys, including grass or weeds beside or
under fences from the front to the rear of the property or beside a structure of
any type including barns, sheds, vehicles, trailers and items located on grass. (To
view this ordinance in its entirety, please contact the city secretary’s office.)
Building Permits – Please call early to schedule for inspections. 972-617-7262

Public Works Dept.:
Brad Piland, Director
Mark Haase, Supervisor
Utility Billing
Tammy McCoy, Billing & Permits
City Hall Number: 972-617-7262

